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Biography and works of William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare works are famous across the globe, and he is considered as the most significant dramatist of all time. Being one of the most extraordinary people his works have been performed in countless cities, hamlets, villages, and metropolises for over 400 years. The artist’s personal history remains a mystery in many ways. Shakespeare was an essential member of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men Company of theatrical players from around 1594 (Culpeper 30). In his twenty years as a playwright, Shakespeare focused on plays that captured the complete range of human conflict and emotion. This essay analyzes the biography of William Shakespeare and his Romeo and Juliet literary work. 

William Shakespeare was born the son of Mary Arden who was the daughter of an affluent landowning farmer and John Shakespeare, who was a prosperous glover and an alderman. While his actual dates of birth are not known, Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon and baptized in the same place in 1564. His birthday is however celebrated traditionally on April 23. Most of Shakespeare’s education consisted of Latin studies, and he did not go to the university (Potter 129). He learned the language reasonably well, and he focused on studying some of the classical poets, moralists, and historians. William Shakespeare got married when he was 18 years of age. The place and date of marriage are not recorded, but according to an Episcopal registry at Worcester, the November 28, 1582, bond date is preserved that was executed by Sandells and Richardson as security to the bishop to issue a license for the marriage of William Shakespeare and Anne Hathaway of Stratford (Potter 129). In 1623, Anne died which was seven years after the death of Shakespeare. 

The next date of interest in Shakespeare’s life is located in the Stratford church records that show the birth of a girl named Susanna who was born to William Shakespeare and baptized on May 26, 1583. He also had twins, who were named Hamnet and Judith and were baptized on February 2, 1585 (Potter 129). Eleven years later, Hamnet, who was the only son of Shakespeare, died. How Shakespeare spent his eight years before his name began appearing on theatre records in London is not well known. The first reference to Shakespeare in London’s literary world comes in 1592 whereby Robert Greene mentioned him in a pamphlet he wrote on his deathbed showing sarcasm to Shakespeare. 

There was a striking piece of evidence revealing that Shakespeare began to prosper early. The evidence also shows that he even tried to retrieve the fortunes of his family and establish its gentility. The evidence is the fact that William Shakespeare received a coat of arms in 1596 (Potter 169). The evidence of this grant is preserved on the College of Arms, London. William is believed to have taken the initiative and paid the fees. The coat of arms is evidenced in the Shakespeare’s monument that was created in 1623 in the Stratford church. The purchase of a large house referred as New Place in 1597 that must have passed every day when he was a boy, also reveals his worldly success (Potter 136). By 1594, Shakespeare was fully active in his career, and he became a principal writer for the successful Lord Chamberlain’s Men, which was one of the two leading companies that dealt with actors. 

Romeo and Juliet (1596) is one of the most well-known plays. The play is set on an intensely personal tragedy. The play opens with a fight between the servants of two households, Capulet and affluent Montague households. Benvolio, who is Romeo’s cousin tries to stop the fight, but the fight escalates as more citizens join (Culpeper 43). In this play, Romeo uses language that reflects the notions of romance that are idealized in a youthful manner. Romeo uses a series of an oxymoron to describe his state of mind. He uses words that are contradictory together. From the beginning of the play, it is clear that the play will end in tragedy. The tragic results do not result from fate but from their personal defects, which marked them for sorrow. The prologue emphasizes the control the fate had on the destinies of the two lovers by describing them as star-crossed lovers and that the relationship was death marked. The importance of fate is emphasized in the Act I Scene II whereby the Capulet’s servant is desperate for someone who could read the guest list to him. Romeo and Benvolio enter and completely by fate, the servant met them and wondered if they had the ability to read (Culpeper 43). The accidental meeting reveals the importance of fate in the play when Rome states that it is his fortune to read. The fateful scene prepares the reader for the tragic fate of the play.  The lovers in the play are punished because of fate and not because of their personalities or flaws. 

Love is an important element in the play, and different types of love are revealed in the play. Examples of love in the play are sensual love, contractual love that is demonstrated by Paris, physical love that is demonstrated by Paris and romantic love that is shown by Romeo and Juliet. Value and doubleness is also an important theme in the play. The deaths of Romeo and Juliet may have been tragic but they bring forth new life to Verona (Culpeper 30). Friar reminds the audience that although one can have good intentions, the good intentions can lead to a tragic ending. He tries to help the two lovers but the actions he chose led to their suffering. The main message that Shakespeare tried to pass is that nothing can be deemed to be purely evil or good because everything has elements of both good and evil. 

Light and darkness are important images repeated in the play. There is an interplay of light and darkness throughout the play, Romeo compares Juliet to light. Romeo is also portrayed as the light that illuminates the darkness (Culpeper 32). Darkness is associated with dark emotions, mystery, and imagination. Other important images in the play are nighttime and poison. Poison is used as the instrument of death to Juliet and Romeo. 

Hamlet is one other play by Shakespeare, and it is regarded as one of the greatest dramas created. From the moment the crestfallen prince is introduced, the elegant intensity fascinates the audience. Hamlet is a man with radical contradictions, and although he is reckless, he is cautious, although he was courteous he was also uncivil, and although he was tender, he was also ferocious (Ellmann 145). The first impression of Hamlet sets the tone for the rest of the play. The Hamlet is set in the 14th and 15th centuries (late middle ages). The whole story takes to play at Denmark’s royal court. 

There is a lot of symbolism in the play, for example, the skull of Yorick. The skull acts as a constant reminder of the finality of death. As much as Hamlet broods and contemplates about mortality, he looks at death directly in the face when he looks at the skull. Some of the prominent themes in the Hamlet are mortality, madness, and women. From the start of the play, the themes of mortality and complexities of life and death can be witnessed (Ellmann 145). Initially, Hamlet acts crazy with the aim of fooling people to think that he is harmless as he was probing his father’s death. As the play progresses, Hamlet’s behavior becomes more erratic. In the play, there are only two named women which say a lot about the role of women in within Hamlet. The death of the two women shows a social commentary (Ellmann 153). Hamlet feels that the two women have let him down and he is critical of them and quick to point out flaws.

William Shakespeare is celebrated as the most influential writer in English literature. In the century following his death, Shakespeare’s works have been collected and displayed in a variety of editions. Romeo and Juliet is one of the plays that William Shakespeare wrote which focused on an intensely personal tragedy. Some of the themes present in the play are love, value, and doubleness. Some of the important images and symbols are poison, light and darkness and nighttime. The Hamlet is also regarded as one of the greatest dramas. There is a lot of symbolism in the play such as the skull representing the finality of death. 
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